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Art. 1.—HISTORICAL SKETCH OF NAVICATION AND NAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

NUMBER III.—NEW SERIKS.

The spirit of commercial enterprise is diffused throughout the country. It is a passion
as uncmquerable as any with which nature has endowed us. The proeperity of foreiga
commerce is indissolubly allied to murine power. The autharity to provide a navy was
confided to Congress, and the period has arrived when it should be exercised. A navy
will form a new bond of connection between the states, concentrating their hopes, their
interests, and their affections.—HzNzy CLay.

TuE first object of Admiral Sir George Rodney, after he had organized
his large fleet at Barbadues, was to intercept a second convoy, which had
sailed from Brest, for the same object of that which had been so success-
fully attacked by Admiral Kempenfelt; he, therefure, disposed of his heavy
ships, in a line to the windward of the French islands, and another line,
composed of frigates, was formed beyond them ; but the convoy, having
mnde the island of Desiada, to the northward, passed to leeward of the
British fleet, and keeping close in under the land of Guadalouje and Do-
minique, escaped, and arrived safe into Port Royal Bay, in the island of
Martinico, on the 20th of March, where they found Count De Grasse.

8ir George having been disappointed in his ohject, went to St. Lucia to
?ﬁt a;:d e in supplies, while his frigates watched the manceuvres of the

rench.

The objects of the hostile commanders, were as opposite as their in-
terests. It was the design of De Grasse to avoid fighting, till he Lad
formed a junction with the Spanish fleet under Don Solano, at Hispaniola.
On the other side, the salvation of the Wert Indies depended upon Rod-
ney’s preventing a uniun of the French and Spanish forces, or bringing on
a decisive engagement with De Grasse, before it could be accomplished.

The British fleet amounted to thirty-six ships of the line; aud that of
France to thirty-four, having on board tive thousand five huudred troops ;
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but s-veral of the ships were in a bad condition. The van of the British
was commanded by Sir Samuel Hood, the centre by Sir George Roduey,
and the rear by Admiral Francis Drake. The three divicions of the
French fleet were under Count De Grasse and Admirals Vaudreuil and
Bougainville.

On the 8th of April, at break of day, the French fleet moved out of
Port Royal, with a large convoy under its protection, bound to the French
lceward ports, or those of Spain in Hispaniola. De Grasse intended to
keep close under the islands, to avoid an encounter on his passage ; but
his departure was so speedily communicated, by signals from the British
frigates which were on the look-out, that Rodney was clear of Groes Islet
Bay by moon, and pursued with such expedition, that he gained sight of
the French fleet at night, close under Dominique. Early the next morn-
ing, Count De Grasse formed his line of battle to windward, and thereby
offered an oprortunity to his convoy to proceed on its course, while he
remained to abide the consequences of an engagement. While the Count
had wind enough for there movements, beirg further advanced towards
Guadaloupe, the British flcet lay becalmed under the highlands of Domi-
nique. The breeze at last reached the van of the latter, and the ships
began to close with the French centre, while their own centre and rear
were still becalmed,

The action commenced about nine o'clock. The attack was led by the
Royal Oak, and followed by the Alfred and Montague. The whole divi-
sion was in a few moments closely engaged, and for more than an hiur
wes severely pressed, by the superiority of the French; but at last the
leading ships of the centre were enabled to come to its asistance. These
were soon followed by Rodney in the Formidable, with the Namur and
the Duke, all of ninety guns. They delivered and supported a most tre-
mendous fire. The gallantry of a French commander of a seventy four
in the rear excited the applause and admiration of his enemics—who, hay-
ing backed his main tojsails, steadily received and bravely returned the
fire of three ships of the line, in succession, without in the least changing
his station. The coming up of these several ships of the centre division
induced the French commander to change the nature of the action, in
such a maoner as that it might not be decisive ; and therefore kept at such
a distance, during the remainder of the engagement, as evinced an inten-
tion of diabling the British ships without any consideratle hazard on his
own side. The action was thus continued for nearly two hours longer:
during all which time, the other portion of the British fleet was kept back
by the calms and baffling wiuds, under Dominique; but about twelve
o'clock, the other ships of the centre came up, and the rear was closing
the line, when De Grasse withdrew his fleet from the action.

Two of the French shijs were so much injured, that they were obliged
to quit the fleet and put into Guadalouye, which reduced the Count’s line
to thirty-two ships. On the British side, the Royal Oak and Montague
suffered extremely, but were capable of Leing repaired, without the neces-
sity of leaving the fleet.

The British fleet lay to, during the night, to repair damages, and the
next day was principally spent in refitting, keeping the wind, and in
-ransposing the rear and van; as the former, not having been engnged,
was in a better condition for the active service of that division. Both
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fleets kept turning up to windward, in the channel which separates Domi-
nigne an1 Gu~daloupe.

On the 11th. the French had weathered Guadaloupe, and gained such a
distance that the main body of the fleet could not be discovered from the
Briti<h centre.  About noon, one of the French ships, which had suffered
in the action. was perceived to fall off considerably from the rest of the fleet
to leeward. when the British Admiral made signals for a general chase,
which was so vigorous that the Aganmemuoon, and some others of the head-
most ships of the lina were coming up so fast with that ship, that her dan-
gerons situation induced De Grasse to bear down, with his whole fleet, to
ber as istance. The pursuing British ships fell back into their stations, and
a close line was formed. During the night, such manceuvres were performed
by the British fluet, as were necessarv to maintain its position. The French
alro p-epared for battle with the greatest resolution.

The position of the fleets, on the morning of the 12th, was between the
islandz of Guadsaloupe and Dominique, and was bounded to windward and
lerward hy dangerous shores. The fleets mat on opposite tacks, and the
hattle commenced about seven o'clock, which was continued with unremit-
ting forv, until near the same hour in the evening. Admiral Drake’s di-
vision led. and received and returned the fire of the whole French line. The
other ships, as they came up, ranged slowly along the Freuch line, and in
closa order under their lee. The Formidable, Rodney's ship, fired near
eighty broadsides. The dreadful fire of the British was returned with the
utmost firmness, Each side fought as if the honor of their respective coun-
tries were staked on the issue of the day.

Between twelve and one, Admiral Roduey, in the Formidable, with the
Namur and the Duke, and immediately supported by the Canada, bore di-
rectly athwart the French line under full sail, and sucvessfully broke
through, ahout three ships short of the centre, where Count De Grasse
commanded, in the Ville de Paris, of 110 guns. Being fullowed by the
remainder of his division, and wearing round, close upon the enemy, he
effectually separated their line. This novel and bold movement was de-
cisive; hut the French, however, continued to fight with the utmost bra-
verv until sunset. ,

The moment that Roduey wore, he threw out a signal for the van to
tack. Drake instantly complied: and thus the British fleet gained the
wind of the French, and completed their general confusion. Their van
endeavored to re-establish the line, but without success; and their rear
was g0 entirely routed, that every effort for recovering its order was unavail-
ing. Hood's division had been long becalmed, and was consequently pre-
vented from coming into action ; but his leading ships and part of his centre,
a8 far at least. as the Barfleur, which he commauded, came up at this june-
ture, and had a dec'sive effect.

Captain Inglefield, in the Centaur, of seventy-four guns, advanced from
the rear to the attack of the Crsar, of like force. Both ships were fresh,
and fought hravely : and although three other British ships came up suc-
oessively, and poured in such a destructive fire that the Ciesar was nearly
torn to pieces, still her commander was inflexible. His ensign staff
being shot away, he ordered his colors to be nailed to the mast, and the
contest was not ended, until he was slain,. When the ship struck, one of
her masts went averboard, and there was not a foot of canvass without

8 shot-bale. In the course of the night she got on fire and blew up, when
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9bB(;-iﬁsh lieatenant and fifty seaman, with four hundred of her crew, per-
ished.

The captain of the Glorieux refused to yield till all his masts were shot
away, and the ship was unable to make any defence,

Count De Grasse made a noble defence ; even after the line was broken,
until toward evening, when the division and confusion became irreparable.
The Languedock, Couvonne and Diadem were particularly distinguished, in
his division ; and the latter went down, in her gallant efforts to defend him.
The Count’s ship, after being much battered, was closely laid athwart by
the Canada, and, in a desperate action of nearly two hours, was reduced
almost to a wreck ; still he considered it of the first importance to maintain
the action, fiom the effect it might have on the whole fleet; and besides, he
preferred sinking, rather than strike to any officer under the runk of an Ad-
miral. Other ships came up and asssiled him ; but he continued to hold
out. At last, the garﬂeur approached, just at sunset, and poured in a most
destructive fire; the Count, hcwever, endured the repetition of it for a
quarter of an hour longer, and did not yield till over four hundred of his
crew were killed, and there were but two men, besides hinself, left alive and
unhart, on the upper deck.

The French lost six +hips of the line, one of which was blows up, and
another sunk. During the night, a part of the fleet ran down to the Dutch
island of Curacoa ; but the greatest part proceeded to Cape Francois, under
Bouguinville and Vaudreuil. '

8ir George Rodney, with the disabled ships of his fleet, and the prizes,
sailed for Junsica. Sir Samuel Hood was I fi. with twenty-tive ships of the
line, to keep the sea, and watch the motions.of the French.

For the discovery of the grand manceuvre which sccured that glorious

victory to the British fleet, the commander was indebted to that ingenious
Scotch geometrician, John Clerk of Eldin, who had invented and published,
in Januwy, 17862, an entirely new system of naval tactics, the adoption
of which extabl'shed an era in the naval histury of Great Britain; for not
only Rodncy, lut Admiral Dunean and Lord Nelson obtained their splen-
did victories of Camperduwn and Trafalgar by breaking through the ene-
my’s line of battle.
. This is another memorable illustration of the mighty power of genius,
when united with science, in the accompli-hment of momentuous results.
Like the French mnaval architect and engineer, Renau, Clerk, in the re-
tivement of intellectual pursuits, had cleaily demonstratcd that the system
of manceuvres which were taught in the British fleets, was not only erro-
neous in principle, but nugatory and fallacivus in practice; and, what adds
still greater lustre to his fame, he was not only utterly without experience
in maritime warfare, but had never made a sea voyage, or even seen a
ship of war of the first class, until after he had completed his work, and
went up to Londun to have it printed.

During the winter of 1781-2, France, Spain, and Holland were ac-
tively engaged in preparing extensive armaments, to be empluyed, in the
spring in various expeditions against the pus-essions of Great Dritain, in
all parts of the globe ; the ministers therefore adopted the most energetic
measures for counteracting the combined movements of thuse powerful
maritime nations; and the chief objects of attention were to protect the
trade of the Baltic, cut off the supplies that were destined for the fleets
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aud settlement of France, in the East and West Indies, and to relieve
Gilr ltar.

As intelligence was received, that eighteen large trancports had been
loaded at Brest with provisions, ammunition, aud troops, which were to
be aceompanied by several ships of war, would soon sail from that port,
to reinforce Admiral Suftrein, in India, Admiral Barrington was despatched
with twelve ships of the line, to intercept them. He fell in with the con-
voy on the 20th of April, when the signal for a general chase was thrown
out: but the Foudroyant, Captain Jarvis, was the only ship that was able
to come up with the fleet ; and this he did not effect till one o'cluck in the
morning. The transports were immediately dispersed by rignal, and Jar-
vis engaged the Pegase of seventy-four guns. The action was fiercely
contested for an hour, when the French ship surrendered. Soon after
daylight, Captain Maitland, in the Queen, came in sight, and took charge
of the prize; and the next day he captured the Actionare of sixty-four
guns. Ten tran:ports were captured by other ships of the squadron,
havir;g on board two thousand troops, besides valuable cargoes of military
supplies.

R pon the return of Admirl Barrington, Admiral Kempenfelt sailed, the
16th of May, with nine ships of the line, to cruise in the channel; and in-
form1tion being received that the Dutch were prepairing to leave the Texel,
Lord Howe proceeded with a squadron of twelve sail of the line, to the
coast of Holland; but the Dutch fleet, which had previou:ly sailed, on re-
ceiving intelligence of his approach, put back; and he returned to Ports-
mouth, after cruising off the coast for three weeks.

Two powerful squadrons of French aud Spanish ships having joined at
Cadiz, proceeded to the Bay of Biscay, where tbe{ expected to be reinforced
by another from Brest. While cruising in those latitudes, they met, on the
26th of June, a numerous British convoy, bound to Newfoundland and:
Cauada, and captured eighteen sail.

A large fleet of merchantmen being expected from Jamaica, under the
couvoy of a small squadron, commanded by Sir Peter Parker, it was de-
termined thut all the ships in readiness for sea, should be sent out for its
g:)(ecﬁon, notwithstanding the combined fleeta were masters of the ses,

m the mouth of the straits to Ushant; and the squadrouns of Admirals
Barrington, Rose, and Kempenfelt, being joined to that of Lord Howe,
hs sailed early in July, with a fleet of twenty-two sail of the line. He
kept to the westward of the allied fleets, to avoid being forced into an en-

ment ; and before the close of the month, the convoy arrived safely
in England. Lord Howe returned to Portsmouth about the middle of
August.

As Gibraltar had been invested by the armies and fleets of Spain and
France, ever since the commencement of hostilities between the former
kingdom and Great Britain, the garricon was so reduced that unless
speedily relieved, it was comsidered imporsible that the gallant command-
er, General Elliot, could much longer resist the immense land and ma-
rine forces by which he was assailed ; and the utmost expedition was there-
fore used, in the preparation of a powerful armament for that important

urpose.

Among the ships selected for this expedition, was the Royal George, of
one hundred and ten guns, which was the flag ship of Admiral Kempen-
folt. It had been found necessary that she should be slightly careened,
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for the purpose of making some slight repairs, and while in this position, &
gale of wind suddenly arose, which threw the ship on her side, and the ports
being all open, she instantly filled and weunt to the bottom. The Admiral,
with many of the officers, and from eight hundred to a thousand other per-
sons were loat, and only about three hundred of the crew, who were on the
upper deck, escaped. :

The Dutch fleet having returned to port, the ships which had been sent to
the Downs to watch its movements, joined the fleet which had been collected
at Portsmouth, for the Gibraltar expedition. It consisted of thirty-five ships
of the line, and several frigates and fire-ships. The command was ﬁ'ven to
Lord Howe, and- he was accompanied by Adinirals Barringtou, Milbank,
Hood, Sir Richard Hughes, and Cominodore Hotham. He sailed on the
14th of Septumber, with a great number of transports and store-ships, hav-
ing on board a large body of' troops.

A vivlent gale of wind, in the Straits of Gibraltar, during the night of
the 10th of October, threw the united fleets of Spain and France into
great disorder, and occasioned considerable damage to those in the bay,
where they had tiken a position to co-operate with the powerful floating
batteries, which had been prepared at great expense, for the reduction of the
fortress. One of the Spanish ships, of seventy-four guns, having been driven
on shore, under the batteries, it was taken by the boats of the garrison ; two
other ships of the line were driven into the Mediterranean, and a third was
dismastx(f.

The next morning, the British fleet entered the straits, in a close line of
battle ahead; and early in the evening, the van having arrived off the bay,
an opportunity was afforded for four of the store-ships to reach their destined
anchorage without molestation ; but twenty-seven others having missed the
bay, were driven through the straits during the night. Lord Howe having
proceeded up the coast, to collect his scattered convoy and escort them back to
Gibraltar, the combined fleet sailed on the 15th from Algeziras to recover
their two ships, as well as to intercept the British fleet and prevent its re-
turn with the transports.

When intelligence reached Lord Howe of the approach of the enemy,
he was abrenst of Faugarola, between Gibraltar and Mulaga. He im-
mediately despatched a-sixty-gun ship with the couvoy, which had been
collected at the Zefarine islands on the coast of Barbary; and the Panther,
of the same force, being left in the bay of Gibraltar, for the protection of
i.he store-ships as they arrived, his force was reduced to thirty-one sail of the
ine. '

Near suuset the combined fleet, consisting of sixty-four sail, of which
forty-two were of the line, were seen about five leaiues distant, bearing down,
with a strong wind, in a line of battle. At daylight, the next morning, they
were discovered close in with the land, but at such a distance, as not to be
visible from the deck.

In the course of the night several transports which had not proceeded
to the Zefurine isles, joined Lord Howe, and the wind becoming. favorable,
he proceeded in order of battle toward the straits, and succeeded in send-
ing into Gibraltar bay, eighteen of the convoy. By the 18th, those which
went to the coast of Barbary arrived, and two regiments which were on
board the ships of war were landed, besides fifteen hundred barrels of pow-
der. The garrison being thu: relieved, Lord Howe took advantage of an
easterly wind, to return through the straits, to the westward, on the morn--
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